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Ante-Communion 
The Seventeenth Sunday after Pentecost: 
Proper 21 
September 27, 2020 
 
Celebrant Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.  

People And blessed be God’s kingdom, now and for ever. Amen. 

 
Gloria S278 
 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Collect of the Day 

Celebrant The Lord be with you. 
People And also with you. 

Celebrant Let us pray. 
O God, you declare your almighty power chiefly in showing mercy and pity: Grant us the fullness 
of your grace, that we, running to obtain your promises, may become partakers of your heavenly 
treasure; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one 
God, for ever and ever. Amen. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



First Lesson  Exodus 17:1-7 
 
From the wilderness of Sin the whole congregation of the Israelites journeyed by stages, as the 
Lord commanded. They camped at Rephidim, but there was no water for the people to drink. The 
people quarreled with Moses, and said, “Give us water to drink.” Moses said to them, “Why do 
you quarrel with me? Why do you test the Lord?” But the people thirsted there for water; and the 
people complained against Moses and said, “Why did you bring us out of Egypt, to kill us and our 
children and livestock with thirst?” So Moses cried out to the Lord, “What shall I do with this 
people? They are almost ready to stone me.” The Lord said to Moses, “Go on ahead of the people, 
and take some of the elders of Israel with you; take in your hand the staff with which you struck 
the Nile, and go. I will be standing there in front of you on the rock at Horeb. Strike the rock, and 
water will come out of it, so that the people may drink.” Moses did so, in the sight of the elders of 
Israel. He called the place Massah and Meribah, because the Israelites quarreled and tested the 
Lord, saying, “Is the Lord among us or not?” 
 

Reader The Word of the Lord. 
People Thanks be to God.  

 
The Psalm Psalm 78:1-4, 12-16 
1 Hear my teaching, O my people; * 
incline your ears to the words of my mouth. 
 
2 I will open my mouth in a parable; * 
I will declare the mysteries of ancient times. 
 
3 That which we have heard and known, 
and what our forefathers have told us, * 
we will not hide from their children. 
 
4 We will recount to generations to come 
the praiseworthy deeds and the power of the Lord, * 
and the wonderful works he has done. 
 
12 He worked marvels in the sight of their forefathers, * 
in the land of Egypt, in the field of Zoan. 
 
13 He split open the sea and let them pass through; * 
he made the waters stand up like walls. 
 
14 He led them with a cloud by day, * 
and all the night through with a glow of fire. 
 
15 He split the hard rocks in the wilderness * 
and gave them drink as from the great deep. 
 
16 He brought streams out of the cliff, * 
and the waters gushed out like rivers. 
 
 



Second Lesson Matthew 21:23-32 
 
When Jesus entered the temple, the chief priests and the elders of the people came to him as he 
was teaching, and said, “By what authority are you doing these things, and who gave you this 
authority?” Jesus said to them, “I will also ask you one question; if you tell me the answer, then I 
will also tell you by what authority I do these things. Did the baptism of John come from heaven, 
or was it of human origin?” And they argued with one another, “If we say, ‘From heaven,’ he will 
say to us, ‘Why then did you not believe him?’ But if we say, ‘Of human origin,’ we are afraid of 
the crowd; for all regard John as a prophet.” So they answered Jesus, “We do not know.” And he 
said to them, “Neither will I tell you by what authority I am doing these things. 
 
“What do you think? A man had two sons; he went to the first and said, ‘Son, go and work in the 
vineyard today.’ He answered, ‘I will not’; but later he changed his mind and went. The father 
went to the second and said the same; and he answered, ‘I go, sir’; but he did not go. Which of the 
two did the will of his father?” They said, “The first.” Jesus said to them, “Truly I tell you, the tax 
collectors and the prostitutes are going into the kingdom of God ahead of you. For John came to 
you in the way of righteousness and you did not believe him, but the tax collectors and the 
prostitutes believed him; and even after you saw it, you did not change your minds and believe 
him. 
 

Reader The Word of the Lord. 
People Thanks be to God.  

 
Sermon  
 
 
Nicene Creed 
 
We believe in one God,  
   the Father, the Almighty,  
   maker of heaven and earth,  
   of all that is, seen and unseen.  
 
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,  
   the only Son of God,  
   eternally begotten of the Father,  
   God from God, Light from Light,  
   true God from true God,  
   begotten, not made,  
   of one Being with the Father.  
   Through him all things were made.  
   For us and for our salvation  
      he came down from heaven,  
   by the power of the Holy Spirit 
      he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary,  
      and was made man.  
   For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;  
      he suffered death and was buried.  
      On the third day he rose again  
         in accordance with the Scriptures;  



      he ascended into heaven  
         and is seated at the right hand of the Father.  
   He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,  
      and his kingdom will have no end.  
 
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 
   who proceeds from the Father and the Son. 
   Who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified. 
   Who has spoken through the Prophets. 
   We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 
   We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
   We look for the resurrection of the dead, 
      and the life of the world to come.  Amen 
 
Prayers of the People 
 
Intercessor: We glory in God’s Name through the offering of our prayers and petitions, 
responding, ‘Hear us, good Lord.” 
 
For the will to discover God’s Word dwelling in our hearts, finding expression through our lips, 
and revealing hope through our generosity. We pray especially for Michael our Presiding 
Bishop, John and Diane our bishops and for all other ministers of God’s Word;  
let us pray.      Hear us, good Lord. 
 
For a renewed commitment to righteousness and peace, that we may join with the leaders of all 
nations in seeking ways to promote harmony and mutual respect across cultures, races, and 
languages. We pray for our federal, state and local leaders, especially during these times of 
pandemic and civil unrest;  
let us pray.      Hear us, good Lord. 
 
For creative ways to express our faith, drawing upon the jewels of our tradition, and using our 
hearts and minds to proclaim Christ’s message to our neighbors, communities, and to those of 
little or no faith;  
let us pray.      Hear us, good Lord. 
  
For our common life together, may we cease to be a cause of suffering to one another, that we 
may live so that others are not deprived of air, food, water, shelter or the chance to live:   
let us pray.      Hear us, good Lord. 
  
For the many thanksgivings that we have experienced on our journey of faith and life, especially 
Norah, and the Ministries of the Ushers, and the Lectors and Intercessors; and we give thanks for 
medical personnel, may we may lift our voices in praise for their gift of care they give to others: 
let us pray.      Hear us, good Lord. 
  
For the sick and those in need of comfort, especially Will, Matt, the Russ family, the Maisch  
family, and Dana;  
let us pray.      Hear us, good Lord. 
 
 



For those who have died and reside in the tomb of death, that Christ, who broke the chains of 
death, will bring them to eternal life. We pray for JoAnn;  
let us pray.       Hear us, good Lord. 
 
Celebrant  
O Lord our God, accept the fervent prayers of your people; in the multitude of your mercies, 
look with compassion upon us and all who turn to you for help; for you are gracious, O 
lover of souls, and to you we give glory, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, now and for ever. Amen. 
 
Confession of Sin 
 
Celebrant Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor.  
 
Silence may be kept. 
Celebrant and People together 
Most merciful God,  
we confess that we have sinned against you  
in thought, word, and deed,  
by what we have done,  
and by what we have left undone.  
We have not loved you with our whole heart;  
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.  
We are truly sorry and we humbly repent.  
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ,  
have mercy on us and forgive us;  
that we may delight in your will,  
and walk in your ways,  
to the glory of your Name. Amen.  
 
The Priest alone says 
Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord Jesus Christ, 
strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life. 
Amen. 
 
The Lord’s Prayer 
 

Celebrant 
And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say, 
Celebrant and People 
Our Father, who art in heaven, 
    hallowed be thy Name, 
    thy kingdom come,  
    thy will be done, 
        on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses, 
    as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation, 
    but deliver us from evil. 



For thine is the kingdom, 
    and the power, and the glory, 
    for ever and ever. Amen. 
 
Blessing 
The priest blesses the people 
May the peace of the ocean wave be with you. The peace of the ocean breeze surround you. The 
peace of the quiet earth be in you. The peace of the night stars cover you. The deep peace of the 
Son of Peace be always with you. And the blessing of God Almighty, Creator, Redeemer and 
Sustainer be with you now and always. Amen. 
 
Hymn Hymnal 339 

 

 

 



 

 

 

Dismissal 
Priest Let us go forth in the name of Christ. 

People Thanks be to God. 
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