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ñWe Have Gifts that Differ ò 
 

Every year I think that summer will be a slow time, a time for          

reflection and  contemplation. Every summer I find that I am kept 

busy with work that I love, and that the people of St. Cross donõt rest 

in the summer but continue to bloom. We continue to keep busy with 

our AIDS lunches, garage sales, Vacation Bible School, beach 

masses, occasional renovations, and the like. Such a busy summer 

makes me wonder how we see ministry at St. Cross, a place where 

our work for God and with God never stops.  

 
By the time September rolls around, I am ready for everyone to come home from travels 

and summer camps and come back to church.  I love that our Welcome Back Sunday 

(this year September 12) is always our feast day, Feast of the Holy Cross. We get two             

celebrations in one! What better way to get us rolling for the new program year than to    

focus on our ministry?  A year ago the parish asked to learn more about the many     

ministries we have here.  Parishioners felt lost trying to find one ministry or another, or 

didnõt know who to talk to about joining. Parishioners constantly ask me how they can 

put their faith into action, or what ministry they should join.  This always makes me 

think of Paul talking to the church in Rome: 

 
òFor as in one body we have many members, and not all the members 

have the same function, so we, who are many, are one body in Christ, and           

individually we are members one of another.  We have gifts that differ        

according to the grace given to us: prophecy, in proportion to faith;        

ministry, in ministering; the teacher, in teaching; the exhorter, in             

exhortation; the giver, in generosity; the leader, in diligence; the           

compassionate, in cheerfulness.  Let love be genuine; hate what is evil, 

hold fast to what is good;  love one another with mutual affection; outdo 

one another in showing honor.  Do not lag in zeal, be ardent in spirit, serve 

the Lord.  Rejoice in hope, be patient in suffering, persevere in prayer.  

Contribute to the needs of the saints; extend hospitality to strangers. 

(Rom 12:4-13) 
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We all have gifts to share in our community and beyond.  What Paul is telling the church in Rome is to figure 

out where you are called to put your faith into action.  Where is your heart when it comes to ministry?  Not   

everyone is called to the same task, so prayerfully discerning your ministry helps you, your relationship with 

God, and helps  others all at the same time. 

 

You might be old or new and have many questions about ministry at St. Cross, such aséAre Beach Bells only 

played on the beach?  What does St. Monicaõs do?  Who are ECW?  Where can I be involved in helping the       

homeless?  When does AIDS lunch gather?  Why do we give to Las Familias?  Does the menõs group play 

drums?  How do I become an acolyte, a member of the choir, or read a lesson on a Sunday morning?  What do 

the people of St. Cross do with all of their free time?  Yes, indeed, as we return from summer, ministry is thick 

in the air.  

 

St. Cross Day, September 12, is our òWelcome Backó Sunday.  To celebrate, between the services and after 

the 10 am service, we will have a Ministry Fair (see page 3).  Each and every ministry at St. Cross will have a 

table that will share its faith in action.  Delectable treats will be available to entice you to hear more about the 

work each group does in the St. Cross community and beyond.  There will be opportunities to sign up, become 

involved, learn more.   

 

I look forward to welcoming everyone home for a great kick-off to our program year on September 12th.      

Summer may be about being busy and having fun, but Fall is about listening to the call of the Spirit.   

See you soon!  

 

Rachel+ 

New date for the Menõs Fellowship Group  

Charity Poker Night 

 

The Menõs Fellowship Group is sponsoring a  

charity poker night  

at 6:00 pm  

on September 27.   

 

The event will be held at the home of  

Clark and Nancy Bonner on September 27,2010.   

 

We will gather for food and drinks at 6:00 pm, the 

poker tables will be open from 7:00 to 9:00 pm.   

 

Proceeds from the event will be donated to a    

St. Cross supported charity.   

 

This event was originally scheduled for  

August 23. 

http://www.laccw.info/
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St. Cross Day Ministry Fair 

September 12 
 

Join us in exploring all St. Cross has to offer!  

Sign up in Parker Hall! What you need for your   

ministry to be represented is: 
 

1.  A poster board (pick up in office) 

2.  Sign up for a space in Parker Hall. 

3.  Substantial munchies for your station 

4.  Information about your ministry 

5.  Sign up sheet for those interested 
 

If you have any questions please call the                   

church office. (310) 376-8989  

Margaret Parker Memorial Lecture and Book Study 
 

 

St. Cross has been blessed to be able to sponsor the bi-annual Margaret Parker Memorial Lecture series. 

This yearõs speaker is a well known author, theologian and commentator on ethics, Jim Wallis. We are very 

excited to have Mr. Wallis as our speaker, and hope that many will be able to attend the lecture which will 

be delivered at our diocesan convention in Riverside on December 4th.  Be on the lookout for more informa-

tion as the time draws closer. 

 

To prepare ourselves for the lecture, and to have some fun reading, we will be sponsoring a book study us-

ing Jim Wallisõs latest book Rediscovering Values: On Wall Street, Main Street, and Your Street ñ A Moral 

Compass for the New Economy.  Mark your calendars for the Thursdays in October at 7 pm. We will gather 

to discuss what we have read, challenge ourselves to look at our own values, and what that means for us 

individually and as a community. Rev. Rachel and Rev. Mike have agreed to lead the book study and we look 

forward to great conversations. 

 

While the book is only available in hard cover at the moment, it will not be published in paper back in time 

for our study, you can buy it on Amazon at a discounted price. We will try to have some copies available in 

the parish hall for purchase, but buying your own ahead of time would help us out. 

 

See you there! 

 

The Margaret Parker Memorial Lecture Committee 

Blessing of the Backpacks   

Save the Date!   

 

St. Cross Blessing of the Backpacks 

is Sunday, September 5  

at the 10 am Service. 
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The Prayer Shawl Ministry Touches Many  

The following is taken from an email from a prayer shawl recipient. 

Hi Laurel, God does work in ways I will never understand, but it is so 

much fun to sit back and watch His works unfold in front of me.  It was 

no accident I misdialed the phone number and got a hold of you!  God 

on that day gave me a direct call from Him, through you!               

Miracles anyone? 

I want to thank you and the members of St. Cross Episcopal Church 

for the prayer shawl.  It is beautiful and I will be taking it to all of my 

chemo sessions along with the Prayer for Comfort that accompanied it.  I maybe the only guy wearing a shawl 

in the chemo room, but if the others there only knew the expression of love and prayer with which it was 

made, they would be blown away. 

If others ask me if there is a God, this is one of the many stories I will be telling how I got the prayer Shawl as 

a testament to supernatural workings of God. 

Thank you so much for you friendship, your love and prayers, 

Jerry 

Another Note from The Choir 
 

The Music Room renovation is coming along very nicely!  The ceiling and flooring are in  and 

they look beautiful.  The walls, borders, and beams have been painted.  The windows facing 

east have been made usable (with the exception of one!), and cabinetry has been installed, 

and lighting should be installed by the end of August.  We are on schedule to move back into 

our newly renovated digs in early September, and we plan to host a reception and open house 

at that time. 
 

We are happy to report that recently the project has received several very generous gifts.  Once 

again, each of us in the choir would like to thank all of you for your generous support over the 

past few years.  There are so many groups and individuals who have donated their time and 

money to help make our fundraising activities successful and fun. Because of your generous 

support, we have raised almost two-thirds of our projected goal.  We are still accepting          

donations to that end.  And don't forget to buy some of those great St. Cross T-shirts so you can 

help us to Shine the Light through music! 
 

The Choir 

Deadline for the October issue of Crossroads is September 

20. Please email all articles to info@stcross.org 
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The best ever Belize Yard Sale  

made over $4000!!! 
 

Thanks go to the donors, sorters, pricers, 

sellers, helpers, buyers, and clean-up 

crew. 

 

Now because St. Cross is a busy place in 

the fall, please take any clothes you want 

to part with to the bins by Big Lots and the 

Salvation Army store on Artesia, and keep 

your other treasures in a safe place until 

after Christmas.  

 

Thanks again, 

and we will be 

back in early 

2011. 

House and Grounds  
 

next meeting is scheduled  

for September 14 at 7 PM,  

in room 5. 

Fair Trade Coffee at St. Cross 
  

Good news! Starting with the summer breakfast served Sunday, August 22, St. Cross will be serving only Fair 

Trade Coffee.  We are being given an opportunity to find the support we need to keep this good coffee flowing. 

The coffee is good not only in taste but also in the benefits it provides to the small coffee farmers of the world. 

We are off to a good start with the generous donations given at our last Fair Trade Coffee Sunday. Now we are 

asking your continued support. Show us that you want our church to continue serving Fair Trade Coffee.  

  

The coffee is from Equal Exchange, a Fair Trade company that markets a number of Fair Trade products, with 

coffee their biggest- selling one. The Breakfast Blend regular coffee comes from Manos Campesinas, òFarmersõ 

Handsó, an association of small coffee producers in the Departments of San Marcos, Quetzaltenango, Retal-

huleu, and Solola in southwestern Guatemala. Recently, Father Martir Vazquez, Vicar of St. Georgeõs Episcopal 

Church in Hawthorne, went on a mission to help the people in Guatemala who had been left homeless and job-

less by the torrential rains and flooding there in June. We at St. Cross were happy to help him with our donations 

of money. Our coffee comes from some of the same areas stricken by the floods. The coffee farm plots there are 

very small, averaging less than 2 ¼ acres. We have a report saying that many of the farmers have lost as much 

as half of their small plots in the floods. What this tells us is that the help these farmers receive from Equal Ex-

change is more important than ever. 

  

When you drink a cup of coffee at St. Cross, we know you will like it and we believe you would 

like helping the small coffee farmers of Guatemala stay on their farms and support their             

families. Help us keep serving Fair Trade coffee by giving an optional donation. Look for the can 

with the coffee farmer painted on the cover, drop in a dollar or two, and help us continue      

serving Fair Trade Coffee. 
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